Happy days Nursery Health And Safety Policy

Assessing The Risk
· who is involved?

· what would happen if the accident occurred?

· how likely is it to happen?

Remember that children do the unexpected, e.g: poke things in sockets - wet play never near sockets.
Children Increase The Risk

· small fingers get in

· small children are curious

· more damage to small bodies

· small children do not act sensibly

· small children cannot risk assess themselves
Take Control

· remove hazard, e.g. defective equipment

· separate people from hazard

· use something else, e.g. not bleach

· protect people from hazard, e.g. use of gloves
General Concerns

· is the building safe and well maintained?

· area clean, well-ventilated and heated?

· building checked regularly, electricity and fire-extinguisher, heating systems
Specific Concerns In Nursery

· play equipment and soft landings

· fingers in doors

· access of unauthorised people

· children leaving the area

· cleaning materials

· hot water

· electrical safety
Staff Procedures

· regular remind and update

· notices reminding everyone

· procedures for informing new staff and temps

· need records of the children

· risk assessment in writing

· accident and incident recording

· notify serious accidents immediately

· keep up-to-date
Look at accident book and see how we can affect the trend.
Keeping A Child Safe - Prevention Better Than Cure

Beware Of Hazards:

· small objects, chairs, pots and pans

· knives, stairs, berries/plants

· scissors, ladders, disinfectants

· safety pins/pins, glass objects, medicines

· matches, kettles, cosmetics

· fireworks, fires, wires

· door, toys, glue
Injuries:

· Falls: Abrasions - most common in children - clean thoroughly - cover only if necessary.

· Cuts - usually superficial - clean under running water.

· Deep cuts - push edges together and apply pressure to stop bleeding.

· Bruising - usually from play and not serious - apply cold pad or frozen peas to prevent swelling. Be aware of and suspicious of multiple bruising in ‘strange’ places.

· Fractures - children’s bones are very soft and any break is usually called a green-stick fracture.

· Burns - two types: 
· burns - dry heat 

· scalds - wet heat
All burns larger than a postage stamp are serious and should be seen by an expert. Reduce heat to skin and underlying tissues by holding burns under running cold water for 10 minutes. Remove clothing if possible. Cover with clean dry cloth/pillow case etc. DO NOT use fabric with obvious fibres e.g. cotton wood, wood, fluffy towel. DO NOT burst blisters.

Poisoning - all poisoning is potentially very serious

· Household fluids (including alcohol):

· summon held immediately

· keep all vomiting contents

· keep bottles of suspected poison

· put in recovery position if necessary

· sips of water or milk

Berries/Plants:
· check mouth and remove anything not swallowed

· find out what was eaten

· keep sample to show doctor

Medicines:
· call a doctor

· find out what has been taken

· keep yourself and child calm

· keep bottle and any contents left to show doctor 

